
Lancaster Theological Seminary Assembly bulletin

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT

January 4 and 7, 2023

For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.- Matthew 2:2b

(NRSV)

EPIPHANY



Gathering as the Body of Christ
CENTERING SONG “LIGHT OF THE WORLD” DAIGLE, DUNCAN, MABURY

The world waits for a miracle
The heart longs for a little bit of hope
O come O come Emmanuel
A child prays for peace on earth
And she's calling out from a sea of hurt
O come O come Emmanuel

And can you hear the angels singing

Glory to the light of the world (4x)

GREETING

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen
upon you.
The brightness of Godʼs light shines upon all the nations. All are
welcomed to the brightness of Godʼs dawn.
God gathers us from far away and carries us. With radiant eyes, with
rejoicing hearts, we receive the abundance God gives.
We respond in praise. With our gi�s, with our very selves, we worship
God.

*OPENING HYMN “CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT” (V. 1-3)
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*CONFESSION & WORDS OF ASSURANCE

[All are invited to turn toward the Baptismal Font. - SATURDAY ONLY]

The baptismal font reminds us of Godʼs promise of cleansing and
forgiveness. In that confidence, let us li� our voices in a prayer of
confession.
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Loving God,
we confess our sins against you and one another,
and pray that you will fill us with your light,
that we may live our lives as true disciples in your name,
without counting the cost. 
In the name of Christ,
the one who showed us the way, we pray. Amen.

God's light is present in this world. 
Present in the Christ child, present in the star, in all that guides us to love.

 
God's light is in the world, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
God's grace is in the world, and our mis-steps will not overcome it. 
We are loved, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

You are invited to pass the peace to each other in a non-contact way thatʼs comfortable to you and your
neighbor.

Peace be with you!
And also with you!
Let us share this peace with one another.

Service of the Word
POEM [SAT] “BLESSING OF THE MAGI” JAN RICHARDSON

Jan Richardson cra�s a poetic blessing for the world to have more wisdom and hope. .

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING MATTHEW 2:1-12 NRSV

Hear what God is saying to the people. Thanks be to God!

SERMON JAN 4 CAM RICCHESON

JAN 7 REV. F. JEFFREY VAN ORDEN
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PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

God of every land and nation,
you have created all people
and you dwell among us in Jesus Christ.
Listen to the cries of those who pray to you,

(All continue praying silently)

And grant that, as we proclaim the greatness of your name,
all people will know the power of love at work in the world.

Perfect Light of revelation,
as you shone in the life of Jesus,
whose epiphany we celebrate,
so shine in us and through us,

That we may become beacons of truth and compassion,
enlightening all creation with deeds of justice and mercy. Amen

Service of the Table
OFFERTORY SONG INSTRUMENTAL

*THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Li� up your hearts.
We li� them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Creator of the cosmos, breath of heaven, lover of us all…(liturgy continues)

By your Spirit, make these gi�s your body and blood. By your Spirit, make us one with
you and with each other. By your Spirit, make us strong that we might share your love
with your blessed and broken world. AMEN.
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE

We have a few COVID related options for those who wish to partake. If you wish to receive from the ministers,
take an empty eco-friendly cup from the stack on the aisle table and approach the minister, who will place a
piece of bread in your open hand. All bread is gluten free.

Or you may take one of the sealed celebration cups with the wafer on top and juice beneath; hold them out to
the minister for a blessing. A minister will pour grape juice into your cup. Eat, drink, and dispose of the cup in
the waste baskets at the side aisles as you return to your seat.

COMMUNION SONG “WHAT CHILD IS THIS” UMC #219

Going Forth as the Body of Christ
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray:

Fount of mercy, fire of justice, dearest friend, bind us to you and send
us out to seek and serve and sing your praise, until you gather us up in
glory, and bright, unending song. Amen.

*CLOSING SONG “CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT” (V.4-5)

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
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https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/12/prayer-of-confession-matthew-2-1-18.html
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Sending:
*The worship planning team creates all other parts of the liturgy except where noted.

LANCASTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY WORSHIP TEAM

Equilla Curry, Stepahnie Davis ‘20, Rev. Liz Fulmer ‘20,  Stephanie Oelrich, Chynaah Maryoung-Cooke,
Cam Richesson, Max Staley, Beth Taylor, and Rev. Dr. Kellie Turner ‘18.

Rev. Dr. Catherine E. Williams, Advisor

THE WORSHIP TEAM SEEKS:
To serve the universal church of our Creator.

To minister to the unique and diverse needs of the seminary community.
To foster an expansive culture of worship that values difference and challenges the normative.
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