
ORDINARY TIME 

VIRTUAL CHAPEL SERVICE 

September 16 and 19, 2020 

“But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the 

waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.” 

~ Exodus 14:29 (NRSV) 
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Gathering as the Body of Christ. 

CENTERING SONG  "YOU ARE MY STRENGTH"  REUBEN MORGAN  

 

You are my strength, strength like no other.  

Strength like no other reaches to me.  

[x2] 

 

In the fullness of Your grace, in the power of Your name,  

you lift me up, you lift me up.  

[x2] 

 

You are my strength, strength like no other.  

Strength like no other reaches to me.  

 

In the fullness of Your grace, in the power of Your name,  

you lift me up, you lift me up. [x2] 

 

You are my strength, strength like no other.  

Strength like no other reaches to me. 

GREETING  PRESIDER  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

One  God, you are the power of liberation, 
  calling your servant Moses 

 

Many  to lead your people into freedom, 
and giving him the wisdom to proclaim your holy law. 

Be our Passover from the land of injustice, 

be the light that leads us to the perfect rule of love, 
that we may be citizens of your unfettered reign; 

we ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the pioneer of our salvation. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN             HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION    (VERSES 1, 2) NCH 407 

 
How firm a foundation for you has been laid, 

by God in the Word, in the sacrifice paid! 
What more can God say than yo you has been said, 

to you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 
Fear not, I am with you, oh be not dismayed, 

for I am your God, I will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Confession is not an easy or a pleasant thing to do, oh God. We would like to think 

that we have been good and faithful disciples, following your way. But we know 

in our hearts the many ways in which we have turned our backs on you and 

rejected your will for us. Like the people in the wilderness, we create for 

ourselves idols and worship them, only to discover their shallowness and 

emptiness for our lives. And we wonder what went wrong.  

Stop us in our tracks, O Lord. Help us to be open to your will for our lives. We 

know what you want us to do. Give us the persistence and the courage to do your 

will. Heal us from our wayward actions and attitudes. Remind us that we must 

reach out to others in compassion and peace. Merciful God, come to us this day 

with your healing power and help us again to be your disciples, offering hope and 

peace to your hurting and wounded world. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE    

God, who has never strayed from you, is with you. God will heal your hearts and 

direct your steps. Place your life in God’s loving care. AMEN. 

 

Many  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

All  Thanks be to God 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
You are invited to pass the peace to each other by waving or by typing in the chat function in Zoom. 

 Peace be with you!  And also with you! 

 Let us share this peace with one another. 
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Service of the Word 

POEM    “SANCTUARY” JEAN VALENTINE 

 

You       who I don’t know       I don’t know how to talk to you    

 
—What is it like for you there? 

 
Here ... well, wanting solitude; and talk; friendship— 

The uses of solitude. To imagine; to hear. 

Learning braille. To imagine other solitudes. 
But they will not be mine; 

to wait, in the quiet; not to scatter the voices— 

 
What are you afraid of? 

 

What will happen. All this leaving. And meetings, yes. But death.    
What happens when you die? 

 

“... not scatter the voices,” 
 

Drown out. Not make a house, out of my own words. To be quiet in    

another throat; other eyes; listen for what it is like there. What    
word. What silence. Allowing. Uncertain: to drift, in the 

restlessness ... Repose. To run like water— 

 
What is it like there, right now? 

 
Listen: the crowding of the street; the room. Everyone hunches in    

against the crowding; holding their breath: against dread. 

 
What do you dread? 

 

What happens when you die? 
 

What do you dread, in this room, now? 

 
Not listening. Now. Not watching. Safe inside my own skin. 

To die, not having listened. Not having asked ... To have scattered    
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life. 
 

Yes I know: the thread you have to keep finding, over again, to    

follow it back to life; I know. Impossible, sometimes. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

SCRIPTURE READING EXODUS 14:19-31 NRSV 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 

them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 

them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was 

there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all 

night.  

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a 

strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were 

divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for 

them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea 

after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers.  

At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 

Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 

wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the 

Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON   REV. DR. CARRIE CALL 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY   

One God of All People, we come together before you to celebrate the lives our 

Hispanic sisters and brothers. We have witnessed the injustices that have 

driven many of them out of their countries. Help us find ways to be better 

stewards of society, to extend support to those whose basic rights have 

been denied, and to restore our ability to live in peace. 

 
Many  Hear our prayers, O God. 
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We lift up immigrant children who have traveled to the United States 
without their families, those who have fled violence and who feel so 

alone. Loving God, grant comfort to all families who have been separated 

by the need to escape injustice and suffering. 
 

Hear our prayers, O God. 

 
We lift up the people of Mexico who have been subject to prejudice and 

mistrust in the recent political turmoil of the United States. We pray that 

our actions and words on social media reveal their human dignity and 
equality in the global community. 

 

Hear our prayers, O God. 
 

We lift up all Hispanic leaders who have been chosen to represent their 

countries in the United States. Give them the knowledge and 
assertiveness to do what is right for their countries, to be advocates of 

human rights and the common good. 

 
Hear our prayers, O God. 

 
We pray for the families that have lost loved ones as a result of systematic 

oppression, injustice. 

 
Hear our prayers, O God, and help us show Hispanic Americans our 

gratitude for culturally enhancing and positively influencing our 

nation. May we also stand in solidarity in their struggle for justice and 
peace in their home countries. Amen 

OFFERTORY “BAJO LA SOMBRA” ALLRED/CLARK 

Bajo la sombra de tus alas moraré 

En tu abrazo de amor habitaré 

En Ti yo confiaré, mi guía y mi sostiene 

Al escuchar tu voz te seguiré 

(Under the shadow of Your wings I will dwell. 

In Your embrace of love I will live. 

In You I will trust, my guide and my sustainer. 

Listening to Your voice, I will follow You.) 
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Tu amor por mí,Jesus, despierta mi ser 

En ti mi gozo y plenitud 

Desecha yo estoy, me humillo a Ti 

Yo quiero ser más como Tú 

(Your love for me, Jesus, 

Awakens me to live. 

In You is my joy and fullness. 

I am waste, I humble myself to You. 

I want to be more like You.) 

  

Jesús, Salvador y mi Dios 

Tú pagaste el precio por mí 

Rey por siempre, Mi Redentor 

Pertenezco a Ti, mi amado. 

(Jesus, Savior and my God, 

You paid the price for me. 

King forever, my Redeemer, 

I Belong to You, my beloved One.) 

 

The Service of the Table 

One: The Lord be with you. 

Many: And also with you. / Y también contigo. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. / Los elevamos al Señor. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. / Es digno y justo darle gracias 

y alabarle. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 

always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty (almighty God), creator of heaven and earth. 
You have made from one every nation and people 

to live on all the face of the earth. 

 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
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we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Santo eres tú y bendito es tu Hijo Jesucristo. 
Mediante el bautismo de su sufrimiento, muerte y resurrección, 

diste nacimiento a tu Iglesia, 

nos liberaste de la esclavitud del pecado y de la muerte, 
e hiciste con nosotros un nuevo pacto 

mediante el agua y el Espíritu. 

Nos comisionó ser sus testigos hasta el último rincón del mundo 
y hacer discípulos de todas las naciones, 

y hoy su familia en todo el mundo se junta alrededor de su santa mesa. 

 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his 

disciples, and said: 

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me." 

 

When the supper was over he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
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that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

 

Renueva nuestra comunión con tu Iglesia por todo el mundo, 

y fortalécela en cada nación y en medio de cada pueblo 

para dar testimonio fielmente en tu nombre. 

Mediante el poder de tu Esp¡ritu, haznos uno con Cristo, 

uno con los demás, y uno en la obra del ministerio a todo el mundo, 

hasta que Cristo venga en la victoria final y podamos todos participar en el 

banquete celestial. 

 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all 

honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Going Forth as the Body of Christ 

CLOSING SONG “HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION”    (VERSES 3, 4) NCH 407 

 

"When through the deep waters I call you to go, 

the rivers of woe shall not over you flow; 
For I will be with you, your troubles to bless, 

delivering you from your deepest distress." 

 
"When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

my grace all-sufficient shall be your supply; 
the flame shall not hurt you; for I have designed 

your soul to make pure just as gold is refined." 

BENEDICTION  

ORGAN POSTLUDE "HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION" ARR. KENNETH KOSCHE 
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